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RELIGION AS A WEAPON OF WAR:  
IN THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
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Fol l ow i ng  t h e  e xc e pt i on a l  s c i e nt i f i c  an d  org an i z at i on a l 
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  F i r s t  an d  S e c on d  Eu rop e an  C on fe re n c e  for 
R e l i g i ou s  D i a l o g u e  an d  C o op e r at i on ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  F i r s t , 
S e c on d  an d  T h i rd  Wor l d  C on fe re n c e  for  R e l i g i ou s  D i a l o g u e 
an d  C o op e r at i on  ( u n d e r  t h e  au s pi c e s  o f  t h e  Mi n i s t r y  o f 
Cu l tu re  an d  Tou r i s m ) ,  t h e  C e nt e r  for  Int e rc u l tu r a l  S tu d i e s 
an d  R e s e arc h  at  t h e  Fa c u l t y  o f  P h i l o s ophy  i n  S kopj e  w i l l 
org an i z e  t h e  Fou r t h  Wor l d  C on fe re n c e  for  R e l i g i ou s 
D i a l o g u e  an d  C o op e r at i on  on  t h e  t opi c :  R e l i g i on  a s  a 
We ap on  of  War :  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  pre s e nt  an d  f utu re  ( u n d e r  t h e 
au s pi c e s  o f  t h e  Mi n i s t r y  o f  Cu l tu re  an d  Tou r i s m ) .  T h i s 
c on fe re n c e  w i l l  b e  at t e n d e d  by  e m i n e nt  profe s s or s  an d 
re s e arc h e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  re l i g i on  an d  c u l tu re ,  w h o  w i l l  b e 
re pre s e nt at ive s  o f  t h e  l a rge s t  nu mb e r  o f  c ou nt r i e s  f rom  a l l 
c ont i n e nt s  i n  t h e  wor l d .  At  t h e  C on fe re n c e ,  we  w i l l  br i ng 
t o ge t h e r  e m i n e nt  an d  t a l e nt e d  profe s s or s  an d  re s e arc h e r s 
w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  i n  re l i g i ou s  s tu d i e s ,  s o c i o l o g y  of  re l i g i on , 
s o c i o l o g y  of  c u l tu re ,  t h e o l o g y,  ph i l o s ophy  of  re l i g i on , 
h i s t or y  o f  re l i g i on ,  p s yc h o l o g y  of  re l i g i on ,  ant h rop ol o g y 
of  re l i g i on  an d  ot h e r  s c i e nt i f i c  f i e l d s ,  t o  pre s e nt  t h e  re s u l t s 
o f  re s e arc h  pro j e c t s  t h at  h ave  a  g re at  i mp a c t  i n  s c i e nt i f i c 
c i rc l e s  a rou n d  t h e  wor l d ;  we  w i l l  e n ab l e  t h e  e xc h ange  of 
k n ow l e d ge  w i t h  re l i g i ou s  d i g n i t ar i e s  f rom  arou n d  t h e  wor l d 
t o  pre s e nt  t h e i r  v i e w s  i n  t h e  i nt e rd i s c ip l i n ar y,  i nt e r f a i t h 
d e b at e  on  t h e  c on n e c t i on  b e t we e n  re l i g i on  an d  w ar ;  we 
w i l l  prom ot e  t h e  i n n ov at ive  u s e  o f  d i g i t a l  t o o l s  an d  n e w 
t e c h n ol o g i e s  t o  m a x i m i z e  t h e  i mp a c t  o f  re s e arc h ;  we  w i l l 
i nvo lve  t h e  ge n e r a l  pu b l i c ,  p o l i c y m a ke r s  an d  re l i g i ou s 
c om mu n it i e s  i n  f i n d i ng  s o lut i ons  t o  t h e s e  c h a l l e nge s .

C o n f e r e n c e 
O v e r v i e w





Four th World Conference for  Rel igious 
Dialogue and Cooperation

h t t p : / / i c r d . f z f . u k i m . e d u . m k / ,   

b y  e - m a i l  ( w c r d c @ f z f . u k i m . e d u . m k ) ,  

n o  l a t e r  t h a n  A p r i l  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6

P l e a s e  s u b m i t  a  2 0 0 - 3 0 0  w o r d  a b s t r a c t  o f  y o u r 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  (  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r 

a u t h o r s  g i v e n  o n  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  w e b  s i t e : 

K E Y  D AT E S

S u b m i s s i o n  o f  p a p e r  p r o p o s a l s  ( a b s t r a c t s ) : 

A p r i l  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6

T h e  f i n a l  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
C o n f e r e n c e :  M a y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6

Fi n a l  p r o g r a m :  J u n e  1 0 ,  2 0 2 6

S u b m i s s i o n  o f  f u l l  p a p e r s :  O c t o b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 6

mailto:wcrdc@fzf.ukim.edu.mk


Par琀椀cipants from high income 
countries: 320 EUR

(Canada, Hong Kong, Kuwait, Luxembourg, 
New Zealand, Oman, Saudi Arabia, 

Singapore, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom, United States)

PhD Students Par琀椀cipants: 150 EUR

On line par琀椀cipants: 120 EUR

For persons accompanying the 
par琀椀cipants of the Conference:  

120 EUR

R e g u l a r  P a r t i c i p a n t s : 

2 2 0  e u r o

Registration 
Fee



•	 Conference printed materials (program, book of 
abstracts, certi�cates for participation in the Conference)

•	 Publication of the �nal papers in the Journal: Religious 
Dialogue and Cooperation  https://journals.ukim.mk/
index.php/rdc/mk/index 

•	 Participation in Opening Ceremony of the Conference 
and welcome reception cocktail (22.06.2025)

•	 Participation in working sessions with co�ee breaks

•	 Visit to the cultural and historical monuments in Skopje 
(Monastery of Saint Panteleimon in Gorno Nerezi, 
Marko’s Monastery in Markova Sušica; �e Church of 
the Ascension of Jesus; Museum of the Macedonian 
Struggle for Independence and dinner in a traditional 
Macedonian restaurant (23.06.2026)

•	 Visit to the cultural and historical monuments in 
Skopje (Mustafa Pasha Mosque; Yahya Pasha Mosque; 
Murat Pasha Mosque; Kursumli An; Old Skopje Bazaar 
and dinner in a traditional Macedonian restaurant 
(24.06.2026)

•	 Visit to the cultural and historical monuments in 
Tetovo (Painted Mosque; Arabati Baba Tekke; Leshok 
Monastery; Isa Beg Hammam; St. Nikolas Church) and 
gala dinner For the method of payment of 

the registration fee, write to: 

makedonskoseloskopje@gmail.comThe cost of travel and accommoda琀椀on is not included in 
the conference fee

Registra琀椀on fee is paid to the account of the Hotel (complex Macedonian 
Village), where the Conference venue is located

Registration fee 
includes:

http://periodica.fzf.ukim.edu.mk/rdc/issues.html
http://periodica.fzf.ukim.edu.mk/rdc/issues.html
https://journals.ukim.mk/index.php/rdc/mk/index
https://journals.ukim.mk/index.php/rdc/mk/index
mailto:makedonskoseloskopje@gmail.com


Fo r  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e 

h o t e l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  w r i t e  t o : 

m a k e d o n s k o s e l o s k o p j e @ g m a i l . c o m

• 	For  t h e  p ar t i c ip ant s  o f  t h e 

C on fe re n c e ,  C ompl e x  Ma c e d on i an 

Vi l l a ge  

( ht tp s : / / m a ke d ons ko s e l o. c om / )  

o f fe r s  re du c e d  pr i c e s  for 

a c c om m o d at i on  w i t h  i n c lu d e d  m e a l s .

• 	H B  ( bre a k f a s t  an d  lu n c h ) :  7 0  e u ro s 

p e r  p e r s on  p e r  d ay  i n  a  s i ng l e  ro om

• 	I f  you  are  i nt e re s t e d  i n 

a c c om m o d at i on  i n  d ou bl e  ro oms , 

t h e  pr i c e  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  i n 

a g re e m e nt  w i t h  t h e  h ot e l 

A c c o m m o d a t i o n 

mailto:makedonskoseloskopje@gmail.com
https://makedonskoselo.com/


Since 2019, the Conferences for Religious Dialogue and Cooperation—held in Struga, 

Strumica, and Krusevo (North Macedonia)—have developed into one of the most recognizable 

international platforms dedicated to interreligious and intercultural dialogue. Across 昀椀ve 
consecutive editions (2019–2025), the conferences have gathered a total of 348 participants. 

Scholars,  have come from a diverse range of countries, including North Macedonia, Poland, 

Italy, England/United Kingdom, Bulgaria, The Netherlands, Serbia, Turkey, Finland, Hungary, 

Lithuania, France, Zimbabwe, Northern Ireland, India, USA, Cyprus, Romania, Belgium, 

United Arab Emirates, Czech Republic, Greece, Spain, Republic of Ireland, Russia, Ukraine, 

Oman, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Switzerland, Malta, Germany, South Africa, Taiwan, 

Estonia, Canada, Iran, Australia, Sweden, and Denmark.

This broad international presence underscores the growing global relevance of the conferences 

and their role in promoting understanding, cooperation, and peace among di昀昀erent religious, 
cultural, and academic communities.

Background 
( for  Cal l  for  Papers)



I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c 
P r o g r a m  B o a r d

• 	Profe s s or  Z or an  Mat e v s k i ,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a ) ,  Pre s i d e nt  o f  t h e  Int e r n at i on a l 
S c i e nt i f i c  Pro g r am  B o ard

• 	Profe s s or  R at ko  D u e v,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a ) ,  D i re c t or  o f  t h e  C e nt re  for 
Int e rc u l tu r a l  S tu d i e s  an d  R e s e arc h

• 	Profe s s or  O l ive r  B a k re s k i ,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a ) ,  D e an  of  t h e  Fa c u l t y  o f 
P h i l o s ophy  i n  S kopj e

• 	Profe s s or  Mar i j a  To d orov s k a ,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  Ma s s i m o  Int rov i g n e ,  P h D  ( It a ly ) , 
Fou n d e r  o f  C E SN U R ,  Tu r i n

• 	Profe s s or  A l e x an d e r  Hw ang ,  P h D  ( U S A ) , 
Pre s i d e nt  an d  C E O,  Two  C i t i e s  Pre s s ,  U S A

• 	Profe s s or  Iu l i an  Mo g a ,  P h D  ( R om an i a )

• 	Profe s s or  D y ron  D au g h r i t y,  P h D  ( U S A ) , 
D e an  of  t h e  R e l i g i on  an d  P h i l o s ophy 
D iv i s i on  at  Pe pp e rd i n e  Un ive r s i t y  i n 
Ma l i bu

• 	Profe s s or  A l m a  Ta s e v s k a ,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  Sve t l an a  Tr b oj e v i k j ,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  O g n e n  Sp a s ov s k i ,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Hi g h  R e ve re n d  Nau m ,  Me t rop o l i t an  of  t h e 
S t r u m i c a  D i o c e s e ,  P h D  ( Nor t h  Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  D u s h k a  Mat e v s k a ,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  Tat j an a  St o j an o s k a  Iv an ov a ,  P h D 
( Nor t h  Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  A n i c a  D r a gov i k j ,  P h D  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  Mar i j a  D r a ku l ov s k a 
C hu k a l e v s k a ,  P h D  ( Nor t h  Ma c e d on i a )

• 	As s i s t ant  Iv an a  G e go s k a ,  M . S c .  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a )

• 	As s i s t ant  E m i l  D i m it r i e v,  M . S c .  ( Nor t h 
Ma c e d on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  G e r ard  Ke s t e r,  P h D 
( Ne t h e r l an d s )

• 	Profe s s or  Nor a  L omb ard i n i ,  P h D  ( It a ly )

• 	R o s i t a  Š or y t ė  ( L i t hu an i a )

• 	Profe s s or  D an i e l  Br am e r,  P h D  ( U S A )

• 	Profe s s or  Uro s  S huv a kov i c ,  P h D  ( S e r bi a )

• 	Profe s s or  D an i c a  Ig r ut i n ov i c ,  P h D  ( S e r bi a )

• 	Profe s s or  Vl a d an  St an kov i ć ,  P h D  ( S e r bi a )

• 	Profe s s or  Z or an  Mi l o s av l j e v i ć ,  P h D 
( S e r bi a )

• 	Profe s s or  Mar i o  Mar i n ov,  P h D  ( Bu l g ar i a )

• 	Yan a  F i l e v a ,  M . S c .  ( Bu l g ar i a )

• 	Profe s s or  Pat r i c k  Pa s tu re ,  P h D  ( B e l g iu m )

• 	Profe s s or  Joh n  Mai d e n ,  P h D  ( U K )

• 	Profe s s or  Mar i an  Ni e z go d a ,  P h D  ( Po l an d )

• 	Profe s s or  Marc i n  S k l a d an ow s k i ,  P h D 
( Po l an d )

• 	Profe s s or  C ar m e n  G abr i e l a  L a z are anu , 
P h D  ( R om an i a )

• 	Profe s s or  L iu d my l a  F y ly p ov yc h ,  P h D 
( U k r a i n e )

• 	Eve ly n  R e ut e r,  P h D  ( G e r m any )

• 	D i n k a  Mar i n ov i ć  Je ro l i m ov,  P h D  ( C ro at i a

• 	Profe s s or  B a l á z s  Me z e i ,  P h D  ( Hu ng ar y )

• 	Profe s s or  Pá l  Iv án  S z ont a g h ,  P h D 
( Hu ng ar y )

• 	Profe s s or  Joh n  B e r r y,  P h D  ( Ma l t a )

• 	Profe s s or  Ja s on  C h e r ng ,  P h D  ( Ta iw an )

• 	Profe s s or  E m m a  C h e n ,  P h D  ( Ta iw an )

• 	S e n i or  re s e arc h e r  R e e t  Hi i e m ä e ,  P h D 
( E s t on i a )

• 	Profe s s or  R i t a  S ant i l l an ,  P h D  ( C an a d a )

• 	Profe s s or  R e n d an i  Ts h i f hu mu l o,  P h D 
( S out h  A f r i c a )



Religion is often perceived as a problem. The conference 

explored how to make religion a resource for international 

dialogue and peace. Aware that we can not solve all 

problems, as scholars we believe that creating spaces of 

dialogue between and within religions o昀昀ers valuable 
opportunities for promoting peace. Religion today is 

often misused for political purposes and for supporting 

wars, while secular ideologies try to exclude religion 

from the public sphere. Persecution and discrimination 

of religious minorities continue in di昀昀erent parts of the 
world. Religions are expected to act as a voice for peace, 

forgiveness, coexistence, tolerance, and understanding. 

The essence of religion is to celebrate the creation of 

the world, not its destruction. However, religions have 

produced a divided society, with divided identities, 

divided education, divided loyalties, divided worldviews, 

which may and often does lead to polarization and 

con昀氀icts. Instead, religions can promote values that bind 
and unite, inspire 昀氀ourishing interreligious relations.

• 	Wh o  we  are ?  We  are  s c h o l ar s  o f  re l i g i on .

• 	Wh at  we  w ant ?  We  w ant  p e a c e  am ong  re -
l i g i ons ,  s p i r i tu a l  m ove m e nt s  an d  n onb e -
l i e ve r s .

• 	Wh at  we  d o ?  S i n c e  2 0 1 9 ,  we  h о l d  an  an -
nu a l  c on fe re n c e  i n  Nor t h

• 	Ma c e d on i a ,  a  mu l t i re l i g i ou s .  mu l t i c u l tu r-
a l ,  an d  mu l t i e t h n i c  c ou nt r y,  w h e re  we  d i s -
c u s s  re l i g i ons’  ro l e  i n  a  g l o b a l  an d  f r a c -
t i ou s  wor l d .



FOR MORE INFORMATION:

http://icrd.fzf.ukim.edu.mk/

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO 

RECEIVING YOUR ABSTRACTS!!!

Professor Zoran Matevski, PhD 

President of the International Scienti�c Programme Board

Chairholder of the UNESCO Chair in Intercultural Studies and 

Research at 

Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje

Professor Ratko Duev, PhD

Director of the Centre for Intercultural Studies and Research at 

the Faculty of Philosophy at Ss. Cyril and Methodius University 

in Skopje 

 Ivanna Hadjievska Angelov, M.Sc.

President of the Organizing Committee

Faculty of Philosophy at Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in 

Skopje

 


